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A Christmas Cantata 

featuring the combined voices of 

First United Methodist Church Chancel Choir, 

McGuire United Methodist Church, 

and others from around our community 

along with a live orchestra. 
 
 
 



 Mary knew that Gabriel’s 
revelation meant their marriage was in 
serious trouble. In fact, Joseph would 
consider divorcing her. (Matthew 
1:19) Gabriel the angel told her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you. You 
will conceive a son and you will call 

him Jesus.” (Luke 1:35 & 31) It was impossible that 
Mary was expecting a child. Mary and Joseph were in 
the first year of marriage where the husband goes and 
prepares their home.  When the home is ready they 
would begin to live together. This first year was called 
the betrothal. “How can this be?” asked Mary. “I am a 
virgin.”  

“Nothing will be impossible with God.” Gabriel 
went on to say. [Lu. 1:37]  
Mary was at the point that her marriage was about to fall 
apart. To this the angel said, “Hang on, maybe not.”  
We know the rest of the story: Mary and Joseph survive 
this storm. They welcomed Jesus at his birth. And Jesus 
became the son of God; the Savior of the world.  

Truly, nothing is impossible when God is on our 
side. This is the story of Christmas. 

I hope you will join us as we begin advent on 
December 3 with “Christmas Around the World” at 10 
am in the sanctuary and the community cantata at 6 pm 
in the Family Life Center. This advent season will be a 
time to realize in all our difficulties “nothing is 
impossible.” 

Join me in committing our lives to the one who 
sees us through every storm of life. Truly, Christ the 
Lord has come. 

See You Sunday, 
Jon 

  Our youth had a great time in November! We had our conference-wide junior 
high retreat in Alexandria. Those who went enjoyed fellowship with other young 
Christians, worship, and Bible study. Their favorite part seemed to be the group walk 
to the Jesus cross and having others pray for them.  

With Thanksgiving close at hand, November offered a great opportunity to remind our youth about gratitude 
and how God takes care of us in all seasons.  
  We have so much coming up in December! First up is the 
West Monroe Christmas parade on December 2 at 3:30pm. 
The children of our congregation will be on a float in the 
parade, so we want to go out and show them our support! 
 The following morning, December 3, is our Christmas 
Around the World Family Worship service. Many of our 
youth and children will be participating in the music for that 
service.  
  December 16 is our district lock-out! We will be staying up 
all night having fun with activities like skating and movies.  
  Of course, with advent and Christmas on our minds, the 
youth always focus back in on the birth of our Savior, Jesus. 
He is our Reason for all that we do as a youth group.  We look 
forward to a season of celebrating Him! 

  Christmas is upon us! We are so 
excited to start this season off with a 
bang in children's ministry! On 
December 2, we will be participating 
in the West Monroe Christmas 
parade! The theme is "Throwback 
Christmas" and our kids have the 

opportunity to ride on the float and pass out fun 
prizes to the crowd! Any families that would like to 
participate are welcome! Please contact Caitlin at 
318-376-9007 to get details for participation.  

The following morning, December 3, is our 
“Christmas Around the World” service in the 
sanctuary.  The children will be sharing songs that 
they've been learning in children's church.  It will 
be a wonderful family service, full of excitement 
for the season! 

The children will also have a part to play in 
our Christmas Eve Morning service.  Following this 
family worship service, the children will lead us in 
singing "Happy Birthday" to Jesus.  We will 
continue to celebrate after the service with some 
birthday cake in the narthex.  

And don't forget ––  we always have an 
awesome Sunday School program at 10:00am for 
our kids ages 3 and up.  Check us out in the kid's 
hallway past the fellowship hall and gym.  We 
would love to have you! 

As always, we are thrilled to serve our 
families and children at FUMC West Monroe.  Feel 
free to contact us with any questions regarding our 
ministries.  

Caitlin Milam       
caitlinkmilam@gmail.com 

Frontline Student Schedule  
(All meetings at the church unless otherwise specified) 

 
Sundays 

Sunday School for all ages 
10:00 a.m. —11:00 a.m. 

 
Youth Worship Practice 
4:00 p.m. —5:00 p.m. 

 
Youth Meal and Meeting 

5:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesdays 
Youth Meeting – 6:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m. 



  We want to 
extend our sincere 
gratitude for your kind 
and generous 
contributions to our 
Building Fund.  Our 
sanctuary renovations 
and gym upgrades are 
paid in full. Praise 
God!  

  Your generous gifts will have a major 
impact on helping us minister to those who are 
seeking Christ at our church. Certainly our work 
is not done. Moving forward we will be planning 
other much needed facility improvements 
including, but limited to, campus beautification, 
improved signage, roof repairs, parking lot 
repairs, HVAC improvements, and electrical 
upgrades. Your continued giving to the building 
fund will be used for these facility improvements. 
  Your support, as always, is appreciated.  

  Well, December is here 
and we are so excited to finally 
be able to share our Christmas 
cantata with you all!  The 
Chancel Choir and the 
McGuire UMC choir have been 
working diligently on the music 

each week to make sure we have a magical 
performance ready to go.  As I write this, I am 
also preparing to take the group to New York to 
perform the cantata in Carnegie Hall with the 
composer, Joseph M. Martin, conducting us. 

In addition to the cantata, we are making 
preparations for the other Sundays in the Advent 
season leading up to Christmas Eve.  We will be 
repeating some of the movements of the cantata 
on these Sundays to give everyone a chance to 
hear some of this great music! 

And all through Advent, we’ll be singing all 
the favorite Advent and Christmas carols and 
hymns during these services.  So let’s all have a 
great time singing in the Christmas season! 

Thanking God in Everything 
 

 God delights in giving. All God’s giving, however, 
should drive us to thanksgiving. Whatever material things 
we enjoy came from God, and He gives them to us to 
remind us of His goodness. Some people ask, “Why 
should those who have plenty pray, ‘Give us our daily 
bread?’ We can understand why a poor person would pray 
such a prayer, but why should a rich person pray it?” The 
reason is clear: to remind us all of our constant 
dependence on God. The bread is in our hand, yet both 
the bread and the blessing are from God’s hand. 
 No matter what we receive from God, it should drive 
us to give humble thanks to Him, from whom all 
blessings flow. 

Hope for Each Day Devotional  
by Rev. Billy Graham 

 
 

Exponential Grace: Living Large 
Stewardship for 2018 

 

 Now it is time for us to determine what we plan on 
giving to see children, youth, and adults enter God’s 
kingdom. God’s purpose is to invite everyone to his great 
banquet. Our biblical guide is 2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each of 
you must give as you have made up your mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.” Included with this letter is an “Exponential Grace” 
giving card. Historically, tithing has been the benchmark 
of giving.  
 Commitment cards are available. If you have already 
completed one for 2018, thank you for your commitment 
to God and to our church. If you have not yet completed 
one, we ask that you do so soon. Your giving is vital to 
continue the ministries of the church that God has set 
before us.  

 A Caregiver call has recently 
been issued for repairs to our 
parking lot. There are several areas 
to be repaired but one large hole 
has formed near the Early Learning 

Center. Estimated cost will be approximately $18,000. 
 Caregiver calls are for $25 each call; however, if you 
can give more to help offset this expense, it would be 
greatly appreciated. Please make checks payable to First 
United Methodist Church and write “Caregiver” on the 
memo line. 

 



 There will be a 
reception following the 
cantata this Sunday 
evening. Everyone is 
encouraged to bring 
finger foods.  
 Items may be brought 
Sunday morning and 
dropped off in the gym 
kitchen or you may bring 
them with you that 
evening when you come 
for the cantata. 
 Thank you in advance! 

 CASA Angel Tree 
 As of Wednesday morning, 
there were still 6 children’s 
cards left on the tree.  
 Choose your special angel 
and purchase one new 
clothing outfit as well as at 
least one toy form their “wish 
list.” 
 Gifts need to be 

unwrapped, in a gift bag with the angel card on 
the outside, no later than Sunday, December 3.  

Holiday Worship Services 
 

Sunday, December 24 
10:00 am Family Worship Service 

No Sunday School 
 

Sunday, December 31 
10:00 am Family Worship Service 

No Sunday School 
 

Sunday, January 7 
9:00 am Traditional Service 

10:00 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Contemporary Service 

 What’s the true meaning of 
Christmas? Christmas 
celebrates closeness. It 
celebrates God coming close 
to humans in the form of Baby 
Jesus. It celebrates families 
and friends coming close 
together. 

 “The True Meaning of Christmas Tour” will be traveling 
through 21 cities in 16 states, including two stops in Louisiana - 
Shreveport and Baton Rouge between December 2 and 24. 
 The tour is an extension of our denomination’s advertising 
campaign, an effort to connect people searching for community 
and deeper meaning in life with a local United Methodist church.  
 Shreveport/Bossier area United Methodist churches will host 
the come-and-go event on December 4 from 4:00-8:00 p.m. at 
the Louisiana Boardwalk Outlets near the Osh Kosh store, located 
at 540 Boardwalk Blvd. An easy-to-find, bedecked tour truck will 
be the centerpiece of the festivities and the whole community is 
invited.  
 If you happen to be in Shreveport/Bossier area Monday, go by 
the Boardwalk and support this special event or follow the tour 
online at UnwrapChristmas.org.  

First United Methodist 
Church Mugs 

 
 We have a limited number of 
these mugs available to our 
congregation for $7 each. You must 
come by the church office Monday 
through Friday to purchase. They 
will not be available on Sundays. 

Looking Ahead 
 

New Life 2018 
A Christian Retreat for All Ages 

 
February 8-10, 2018 

First United Methodist Church 
West Monroe, LA 

 
Spiritual Leaders 

Dr. John Ed Mathison 
Dr. Bob Utley 

 
Brochure with registration form is available 

in the church office or online at  
www.fumcwm.org/coming-in-2018. 

We also still have yard signs. 
Pick one up and display your love of 
Christ and your church in your front 

yard. Contact the church office. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/540+Boardwalk+Blvd,+Bossier+City,+LA+71111/@32.5177561,-93.7415649,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x863132d23bd03431:0xfd901339b12fac6b!8m2!3d32.5177561!4d-93.7393709
https://www.google.com/maps/place/540+Boardwalk+Blvd,+Bossier+City,+LA+71111/@32.5177561,-93.7415649,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x863132d23bd03431:0xfd901339b12fac6b!8m2!3d32.5177561!4d-93.7393709
http://www.unwrapchristmas.org/

