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Let  Us Worship The Lord Together 

Palm Sunday 

March 25 

Our children will have a processional with palm 

branches during the 9:00 am and 11:00 am services. 

  
Maundy Thursday 

March 29 

A sacred service sharing Holy Communion at 6:00 pm. 

  
Good Friday 

March 30 

Tenebrae service (the name is from Latin, meaning 

“darkness”) at 6:00 pm will feature special readings, 

and sacred music to symbolize the events of  

Jesus' last week on earth. 

  
Easter Sunday 

April 1 

Community Sonrise Service at 6:30 am, Kiroli Park. 

Easter Celebration Service at 10:00 am in the  

Family Life Center. Sunday School at 9:00 am. 



 Epiphany is the season of 
purple, gold and green. Each of 
these colors symbolize Jesus’ life 
for us. Purple is the color of 
royalty; Jesus is our king. Green 
is the color of life; Jesus is our 
life. Jesus said he came to give us 

abundant life. Gold is the color of God; Jesus is our 
bridge to God. The Bible even says Jesus is God.  
 Epiphany begins with the visitation of the Magi 
to the new born Jesus in Bethlehem. They followed 
the golden star that lead them to the King who gives 
eternal life. What was their response? They 
worshipped the new born king. They worshipped 
extravagantly by giving gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh. They had the first party for Jesus!  
 In Louisiana and in many places across the south, 
purple, gold and green are symbols of Mardi Gras. 
You will find our church is decorated with those 
colors, fleur de li, and other festive elements. The 
fleur de li is an ancient symbol of our God, the Holy 
Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Throughout 
Mardi Gras, you will see this symbol. Why? 
Because this carnival season started among 
Christians who believed that when Jesus comes to us 
there is a redemptive party.  
 In the great parable of the Prodigal Son, you find 
these words: “We had to celebrate and rejoice, 
because this brother of yours was dead and has come 
to life; he was lost and has been found.” [Lu. 15:32]  
We decorate our church because it is Epiphany when 
we remember that Jesus has appeared. 
 In the last several months, many of our youth 
have had awakenings in Christ. Their faith has come 
to new life and a new depth. In one sense, they once 
were dead, but now are alive. During this holy 
season, I hope you will join us in celebrating 
because once we were dead, but now we live! 
 

See You Sunday,   We’re excited to gear up for Easter 
through this month! We’ll have our 
annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, 
March 31, specific time to be announced. 
Plan to bring your families and friends 
out for a fun time!! 
 As always, we have an excellent team 
of Sunday School teachers presenting fun 

and engaging lessons every week at 10:00 am. We also 
have a great time in children’s church studying our 
memory verses and relatable Bible stories. Take 
advantage of these opportunities to plug your kids into 
the body of Christ, growing and learning with other kids 
in Christ.  
 

Caitlin Milam       
caitlinkmilam@gmail.com 

February was a full month 
of ministry. First up was 
the Youth Ashram and it 
was a great success. We 

had youth from across the district join us in services 
full of worship and prayer. The most memorable 
event of the Ashram was when the youth were invited 
to come kneel at the front of the church and be prayed 
for individually. Their response was remarkable. 
   Next up was a youth lock-in at Altitude trampoline 
park. 7 hours of fellowship, jumping, and high energy 
activities. It was wonderful to see the youth continue 
to grow closer through adventures like these. 
  March will be a full month of ministry as well. We 
have our Conference Sr High Retreat at the Wesley 
Center in Woodworth, La. Also, on March 10, we 
will attend the annual Christian music festival in 
Bossier City called WinterJam. Continue to pray for 
the youth ministry as it seeks to provide a place for 
these teenagers to feel safe, be loved, and grow 
spiritually. 

Frontline Student Events in March  
(All meetings at the church unless otherwise specified)  

Sundays 
Sunday School for all ages 
10:00 a.m. —11:00 a.m. 

 
Youth Worship Practice 
4:00 p.m. —5:00 p.m. 

 
Youth Meal and Meeting 

5:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesdays 
Youth Meeting – 6:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m. 



  This month, we enter into 
the season of Lent.  There’s 
lots of great music written for 
the Lenten series.  It usually 
focuses on Jesus’s activities up 
to the crucifixion and his 
struggles and death for all the 

world’s salvation.  We hope that the anthems we 
sing will help you with your personal reflection 
on His sacrifice.  
 And just in case you have not already heard... 
our Chancel Choir received interesting news 
recently. Apparently, we made a great 
impression on our hosts when we travelled to 
New York this past November.  So much so that 
they have invited us back again to participate in 
another concert in Carnegie Hall featuring the 
music of Mark Hayes and Joseph Martin!  We 
were very surprised and honored to be asked to 
return.  We have several people that are going 
this year. The trip would be the same exact time 
as last year’s trip --- the weekend immediately 
following Thanksgiving!  Deposits will be going 
up to New York soon, so if this sounds like 
something you would like to be a part of, 
contact me and I’ll give you some details. 
 Have a wonderful month! 

 This year marks the 150th 

anniversary of First United 

Methodist Church West Monroe! 

We are planning a special 

celebration. 

 If you have pictures or any kind 

of church memorabilia, we would 

like to use them. Items can be brought to the church 

office with your name on it. They will be given back to 

you after the celebration. 

 
Have you signed up 
to be a Caregiver? 

 
A Caregiver is a  

special call financial giver. 
 

 When unforeseen and urgent needs arise during the 
year, Caregivers are willing to go beyond their pledged 
financial support and be “on-call” by giving a financial 
contribution.  
 Caregiver calls are for $25 each call; however if you 
can give more, it would be greatly appreciated. Calls are 
usually made on a quarterly basis.  
 If you have not already signed up to be a Caregiver but 
would like to be one, please let the church office know. 
 
 
 A Caregiver call was recently issued for repairs to our 
parking lot. There are several areas to be repaired but one 
large hole has formed near the Early Learning Center. 
Estimated cost will be approximately $18,000. Funds are 
still needed for these repairs.  
 
 
 In the near future, the roof will need to be replaced. 
The Trustees and the Finance committees are continuing 
to monitor this on a regular basis. By  giving to the 
building fund, your contributions will help with the roof 
replacement as well as other facility and ground needs. 
Even if you did not include a pledge to the building fund 
during our Fall campaign, we encourage to give to this 
very important need. Designate “building fund” on your 
check or offering envelope. 
 Your generous contributions will have a major impact 
on helping us minister to those who are seeking Christ at 
our church.  
 

Thank you for your continued support!  

 

Giving is a Life Choice  
The practice of tithing provides a concrete 

way for us to take the words we speak, “God is 

Lord of my life,” and put them into practice. Our 

commitment becomes tangible; our giving 

becomes a way of putting God first, an outward 

sign of an inner spiritual alignment. 

Tithing challenges us to ask ourselves --- 

Is my giving generous? Or merely expedient? Do 

I give for practical reasons to help the church, or 

for spiritual reasons to nourish my spirit? 

The practice of tithing is not merely about 

what God wants us to do, but about the kind of 

person God wants us to become. Does the giving 

I now practice help me develop a Christ-like 

heart? 
   From Practicing Extravagant Generosity 
    by Robert Schnase 
 

“Test me in this and see if I don’t open up heaven 
itself to you and pour out blessings beyond your 

wildest dreams.” ---Malachi 3:10, The Message 



Each Monday during Lent 
12:00 Noon in the Fellowship Hall 

  
March 5  

Rev. Karl Klaus 
 First UMC Bossier City 

  
March 12 

Rev. Roy Bryan Moore 
 First UMC Homer 

  
March 19 

Rev. Doug DeGraffenreid 
 First UMC Natchitoches 

  

Bring your “brown bag” lunch 
and a friend. We will enjoy food, 
fellowship and spiritual insights 

on what it means to follow Jesus. 

We will hunt eggs, have refreshments, and 
other activities for the children. 

  
Bring your Easter basket and invite  

Every year, the I Love Lucies sponsor Easter baskets 
 for CASA children.  Please consider picking your 

perfect egg for a special child or two for Easter.  
A display is set up in the Narthex.  

  
All baskets are due by March 18. 

  
If you are unable to make or buy an Easter basket,  

we will be accepting monetary donations. 
Any questions, call Kathi Reeves (245-4007) 

or the church office. 



The Church Directory is now available online!  
 

 As a member of First United Methodist Church, you can have the ability to log 
in to our church directory from your computer, ipad or cellular device. From 
there, you can see or update your information (address, phone numbers (s), etc.). 
In addition you can search for other members in order to contact them. 
 
 Before attempting to log on, please know that you must be a church member, 
and must have your email address as part of our records before you can access the 
service. Printed here are instruction to begin your set up through the church’s 
website.  

 

1. Go to the church website at www.fumcwm.org. 

2. Locate the MEDIA tab. Hover over it with 
your cursor to display the drop down box. See 
picture. 

3. Click on MEMBER ACCESS. When page 
opens, click on FUMC-WM Member Access 
in the center of the page to begin. Follow the 
instructions for setting up your log in and 
password. 

4. If you would like detailed instructions for the 
initial log in set up, you may print the instruction 
by clicking Member Access Instructions. These 
printed instructions will also be available in the 
church office. 

 
 For tablets or smartphones, you may download the app from you mobile device’s app store. Search 
“Church Life” or “ACS Church Life.”  

 If you encounter problems creating a log in, please contact the church office. Printed directories will 
be available in the next few weeks. 


