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On this day, we remember those 
who have died, both in our local 
congregations and throughout 

the Church universal.  

A Christmas Cantata 

featuring the combined voices of 

First United Methodist Church Chancel Choir, 

McGuire United Methodist Church, 

and others from around our community 

along with guest orchestra. 
 
 
 

  This year we changed how we 
approach confirmation. We developed a 
seven week class for our confirmands and 
their families. It has been an exciting learning 
time. We have remembered what it means to 
believe in Jesus and follow him. We have 
studied scripture together. We took a field 
trip to the Owl Center which is part of the 
Methodist Children’s Home of Louisiana in 
Ruston.  
  On Sunday, November 12, we will 
confirm three new members: Braden Lofton, 
Olivia Caraway and Lanie Johns.  

Join us in worship to witness their faith and  
pray for their Christian journey! 



  This Sunday, October 29, 
I will raise my Ebenezer. The 
word “Ebenezer” comes from 
the Hebrew of 1 Samuel 7:12: 
“Then Samuel took a stone and 
set it up between Mizpah and 
Jeshanah, and named it 
Ebenezer; for he said, “Thus far 
the Lord has helped us.” The 

children of God had lost their way for twenty years. 
They had begun to follow other gods. Yet, God 
forgave them and delivered them. In response to this 
deliverance, Samuel “raised his Ebenezer.” He put up 
a stone in praise for what God had done in their lives.  
  Our prayers, our time, and our money have the 
potential of being living “Ebenezers” of praise to our 
God. On Sunday, November 19, we will present our 
planned giving for 2018. How has God helped you? 
Has He forgiven you? Has He healed you? Has He 
given you a future and a hope? Of course, God has. 
And we are thankful. So, I am inviting all of us to 
think about how our praying, our time, and our giving 
will be living Ebenezers. Then fill out your 
“Exponential Grace” pledge card. And present it to 
the church on Sunday, November 19, as your 
Ebenezer.  
         I will see you Sunday, 
          Jon 

  October has been a busy month for our youth! 
We helped set up the pumpkin patch and learned how 
to care for the patch and do upkeep (turn pumpkins to 
keep them healthy, clean up following a storm). 
We’ve also put our hands to the flower beds again, 
keeping the weeds at bay. One of our favorite on site 
serving opportunities was our fun night in the 
pumpkin patch.  We dressed up, brought out some 
games, and gave away candy to any families that came 
to the patch that night.  Our kids did a wonderful job 
loving on those families.  
  We attended a district event at the OWL Center 
with 75 other youth.  They worshipped, had devotional 
stories, and did team building games. We also had a 
joint meeting with FUMC Monroe, teaming up for 
another evening of fellowship. Our youth are 
continuing to make Christian friends all across the 
District, encouraging one another in the faith.  
  In our Bible study, we are continuing to dig into 
the Wisdom Books: Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Job. 
As noted in the title, these books are imparting lasting 
wisdom to our youth. It has been a pleasure to dive 
into these rich books with them.  
  Looking ahead, mark your calendars for our Jr. 
High Retreat – November 3-5 at the Wesley Center in 
Alexandria.  
 

Frontline Student Events in November 
(All meetings at the church unless otherwise specified) 

 
Sundays 

Sunday School for all ages 
10:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m. 

 
Youth Worship Practice 
4:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. 

 
Youth Meal and Meeting 

5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesdays 
Youth Meeting – 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

  October has been a 
wonderful month for kids in our 
church! We've been studying 2 
Corinthians 9:7, “Each of you must 
give as you have made up your 
mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.” We've made Trees 
of Gratitude to remind ourselves 

why we can be cheerful when we give. We've traced 
ourselves on giant paper and talked about what makes 
us each unique (and how we can each give uniquely). 
We're headed into November with thankfulness!  
  November will be a time of preparation for our 
Christmas Around the World program on December 3 
during the morning service at 10 am. The kids are 
preparing two songs to share with the congregation. 
Make sure your child attends children's church to 
learn the songs with us!  
  As always, I am thankful to be serving 
alongside all of you in the discipleship of your 
children. I look forward to the month ahead!  
  

Caitlin Milam       
caitlinkmilam@gmail.com 



  
            
 Well, here we are: November! Which means that Advent and Christmas will be right around 
the corner. The choir has been working diligently on the cantata for this year and are very excited 
about it.  We are sure that you will really love it!  The cantata will be performed in the family life 
center on Sunday, December 3 at 6:00 pm.  
  But before we perform the cantata for our church family here, some of our choir members 
will be singing it in Carnegie Hall in New York! We will fly up to New York on Friday, 
November 24, for two days of rehearsal with over 100 other singers from all over the country. We 

will perform the cantata in Carnegie Hall on Monday, November 27, and then return home on Tuesday. We are 
taking 34 singers from FUMC and McGuire UMC and 5 extra travelers that will be treated like VIPs for our 
performance. 
  Speaking of the trip to Carnegie Hall --- some of you may have seen an article in the Ouachita Citizen about 
the trip. In that article, it mentioned giving money to help pay for the trip. I wanted to make everyone aware that 
our trip is fully funded!  But if you do still feel compelled to give money to the church, your contributions will be 
appreciated to cover the cost of the music and the orchestra for the performance on December 3. Thank you so 

Children’s Sunday School 
by Kathy Morrison 

 
  Our Children’s Sunday 
School has been studying 
about David. When we began 
the Bible story about David 
and Goliath, I asked the very 
tall Kyle Ray to come to the 
3, 4 & 5 year old class to help 
provide a visual aid. Goliath 
was around 9 ft tall. We 
allowed the children to stand 
next to Kyle to show just how 
tall Goliath was. The children 
really seem to enjoy their 
time in Sunday School. 

  Friday, October 20 was our Night in the Patch 
for children and families in our community. It was a 
wild success! We served 300 hot dogs to nearly as 
many people. As the sun set on the patch, you could 
see kids playing bag toss and football, pumpkin 
racing, and enjoying their meals. Once it got dark, we 
passed out 600 glow sticks and gathered the kids for 
a devotional time. They loved learning the Pumpkin 
Prayer together and thanking God for all He has 
done. After that, we enjoyed two outdoor movies 
with an inflatable screen right there in the pumpkin 
patch. We had smiles all around and received many 
thanks from the families who came.  




