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Advent Schedule
December 1

11:00 am Choir practice for cantata
1:00 pm Children practice for Christmas program. Then
children will get ready for the Christmas
parade. We will leave the church at 2:00 pm.
Parade begins at 3:30 pm.

December 2

9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Family Worship Service - Reflections of Hope
led by our children and youth
6:00 pm Christmas Cantata - The Winter Rose followed by a
reception

December 5

5:30 pm Chancel Christmas Party in the Fellowship Hall

December 9

9:00 am Traditional Worship
10:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Contemporary Worship

December 14 9:45 am ELC Christmas Program
December 16 9:00 am Traditional Worship
10:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Contemporary Worship
5:00 pm Youth Christmas Party and Caroling
December 23 10:00 am Family Worship Service. No Sunday School
December 24 Church office closed until Wednesday, January 2, 2019
3:30 pm Pre-service music by Cross & Flame Praise Band
4:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service
6:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service
with music by the Chancel Choir
December 25 Merry Christmas!!

December 30 10:00 am Family Worship Service. No Sunday School
January 2 8:30 am Church office open
Sunday night and Wednesday morning Bible studies will not meet in
December. Sunday night Bible study will begin on January 6 at 6:00 pm.
Wednesday morning Bible study will begin on January 9 at 9:30 am.

Our Worship Services
9:00 am Traditional Worship
10:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Contemporary Worship
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Jesus said, “I came to give life
and give it abundantly.” [Jn. 1:10]
That phrase has always interested
me. What is abundant life?
Surely, for some it is friendship.
For others it is a good meal. For
others it is a quiet retreat. For
others it is healing. Each of these truly can be
abundant life. Jesus called us his friends. Jesus fed
the hungry. Jesus retreated with his disciples. Jesus
healed the sick. It appears that all of these and
probably many more could fit with abundant life.
In the next twelve months we will be looking at
what abundant life is from three resources; Genesis,
Romans and Acts. Each of these books are towering
resources on their own. Yet, they come together in
the Bible and help us understand life, faith and
eternity. The Bible has always recognized the
importance of basic needs of food, water and
clothing. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus says,
“Your heavenly Father knows that you need
them.” [Mt. 6:33] The Bible has always proposed the
importance of belief. “You have been saved through
faith.” [Ep. 2:8] Then of course the Bible announces
that life is longer than the breathes we take.
“Everyone who believes in [Jesus] may not perish
but may have eternal life.” [Jn. 3:16]
So, in the next twelve months we will look at
what abundant, vibrant living looks like. How did
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob find life that was vibrant.
What was it about faith that transformed a tentmaking rabbi into the premier evangelist? How is it
that an obscure group from Galilee who followed a
crucified master changed their world? It was because
they found vibrant life, life worth living. The books
of Genesis, Romans and Acts holds these truths. And
we will unpack them and embrace them.
Are you ready for the journey? Are you ready to
grow? Join us in worship as we find the vibrant life.
See You Sunday,
Jon

Christmas Office Hours
Office Closed
Monday, December 24—Tuesday, January 1
ELC Closed
Monday, December 24 & Tuesday, December 25
Monday, December 31 & Tuesday, January 1
Mail and telephone messages
will be checked daily.

November was another blessed month in student
ministries. Our youth helped orchestrate and lead a
children’s ministry event called Neon Party. Under
the direction of our new children’s director Lauren
Laughlin, this event was aimed to help foster
community for the children and young families of our
church. We had a great turnout and a memorable
evening as we led the children through a glow-in-thedark world the youth helped create in the gym.
Our Youth also attended the Conference Junior
High Retreat at the Wesley Center in Woodworth,
La. They spent an entire weekend worshipping the
Lord and attending small group Bible studies as they
grew closer to God and one another. Our church’s
youth praise band, trained by Ben Tellifero, led the
music for over 200 junior high students this weekend
as well. As you can see, we are extremely proud of
the spiritual growth we are experiencing in our youth.
Also, our College Ministry has truly taken off as
we have more consistent attendance than ever before.
We are developing a real young adult community
within our church and seeing fruit in their spiritual
lives. We meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every
month to fellowship and pray for one another. This is
a new and blooming ministry two years in the
making that our church can be proud of.
December and January are always busy months for
our church and student ministries. We have many
events coming up in which you can get involved as a
youth or an adult volunteer. On December 1, our
youth and children will be riding in the West Monroe
Christmas parade on a float of their own creation. On
December 2, we will have an Advent service called
Reflection of Hope in which our youth will perform
and participate. On December 16, our youth will have
a tacky sweater Christmas party in the youth room.
We will have food, games, and then go caroling in
Darbonne Hills.
In January, our youth will have a back-to-school
bash while celebrating the infamous annual Polar
Bear Plunge. This will help kick off the new year
with excitement and remind our youth to plunge
headfirst into the year trusting that God is on their
side. January 31-February 2 will be the annual
Ashram Retreat. This event is for all ages and will be
hosted at our church. Please continue to pray for all
of our student ministries as we aim to help one
another live into the life giving message of Jesus
Christ.
Trae

We’re coming up on
my FAVORITE time of
year!! The Christmas
season is full of family,
laughter, lights, and MUSIC! I’ll go ahead and
confess: I’ve been listening to Christmas music since
the end of October. There’s just so much great music
to listen to that I can’t squeeze it all into just
December. I love the classics, but I also enjoy
discovering new Christmas music each season. I’ve
found each year that there’s always one song that
really grips me. This year for me, it’s been Lauren
Daigle’s “Light of the World.” The lyrics actually
inspired the Dec. 2 children and youth advent service:
“The world waits for a miracle; the heart longs for a
little bit of hope, o come Emmanuel.” Our hearts are
yearning for the hope that reminds us we are who HE
says we are, for the hope that speaks purpose over us
and reminds us His plans are to prosper us. I love that
our musicians get to sing those promises over you
every Sunday, but especially this holiday season. I
pray as you join us for both musical celebrations on
Dec. 2, you’ll hear the encouraging word we have to
sing over you: a child has come that you may rest in
PEACE, experience LOVE, and have HOPE that He
lights our darkest days as well as our brightest ones.
Much love and Christmas blessings to you this season
and every day! I’m so glad God sent you to minister
to my heart!

Y’ALL!!! This choir cantata is one you don’t want
to miss! I have to tell you, I fell in love with this choir
at the first rehearsal. I knew instantly I was home, and
I know you’re going to feel the same when they
perform this year’s cantata, “The Winter Rose.” They
have worked so hard and sound AMAZING! Add to
that a beautiful orchestra and a special guest
conductor, and you get a performance you don’t want
to miss! Join us Dec. 2 at 6 p.m. for the musical
celebration and immediately after for yummy treats.

Dear Pumpkin Patch Friends,
Thank you for the wonderful field trip that you
provided for our 1st graders! They had such a
good time! The activities were lots of fun and
everyone was so kind and welcoming.
We appreciate the time, energy, and love that
you poured into making the Pumpkin Patch reflect
God’s love!
Sincerely,
Highland Elementary School

The end of November/beginning of December will be
filled with LOTS of fun for children and families! We
will participate in the West Monroe Christmas parade
on December 1 and will have our Children and Youth
Christmas Program Sunday, December 2. It will be a
crazy, fun-filled weekend for sure! We are gearing up
to make these events fun and memorable for all
involved.
The theme for the Christmas parade this year is
“Christmas, the Greatest Show on Earth,” so it is a
Christmas circus theme. Our float will be “Elves on
Shelves visit the North Pole Circus.” We will have
children dressed like the Elf on the Shelf and our
awesome youth group will be performing as the circus
for their entertainment. It should be a good time, for
sure!
Any and all volunteers are welcome to help decorate
and set up the parade float! We will begin working on
it Sunday evening, November 25.
Important dates/times coming up:
Dec. 1 — Children meet at church at 1pm for
Christmas program rehearsal.
-- Children will practice with Lindsay, then
come to the gym to get dressed for the
parade. We will leave for the parade from the
church around 2pm.
-- Children should come wearing RED shirts
and pants, if possible. They will be given
hats and elf collars to wear in the parade.
-- Parade begins at 3:30pm.
Dec. 2 — Children should be at the church at
9:15 am for the Christmas program.
-- Children should be dressed in shades of
BLUE.
-- Be sure to be listening to the CD Lindsay sent
home to be prepped and ready for this
program!
-- Service begins at 10am.
Dec. 16 — Jesus’ Birthday Party during Sunday
School
Merry Christmas!
Lauren
To Our Church Family,
First, our thanks to Bro Jon for his prayers and
visits at the hospital and home. Next, thank you for
your prayers, calls, cards, food and gifts while I
was in the hospital for 28 days. God is so good. I
would not be here without all of your prayers for
me. The flowers were beautiful. Also, thanks to the
Crochet Group for the lovely prayer shawl.
May God continue to bless all of us.
Maureen and Richard Ballard
And Tammy Zachry

Join us for our
Family Worship Service
led by our children and youth!
Sunday, December 2
10:00 am Service
9:00 am Sunday School
Invite your family and friends.

Annual Christmas Cantata
presented by
The Chancel Choir and Cross & Flame
with music by a 24 piece orchestra!
Sunday, December 2
6:00 pm
A reception will follow.
Bring finger foods to share at the reception.
They may be brought Sunday morning or
when you come to the cantata.

Louisiana Ashram
Jesus is Lord
January 31-February 2, 2019
First United Methodist Church West Monroe
Rev. Jo Ann Cooper
First United Methodist Church of Pineville
Bible Teacher
Rev. Matt Henson
Living the Adventure Ministries
Evangelist
Brochure with registration form is now available.

Angel Tree gifts are due
back by Tuesday,
December 4.

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year
from

The Church and ELC Staff!

Each month for the
next year, a recipe will be
in
the
newsletter
preparing you for our big
150th celebration dinner
on the grounds in 2019. Each recipe will
be taken from a church cookbook or
provided by church members who are now
in their heavenly home.
Cabbage Rolls
1 head cabbage
1/8 tsp oregano
1/2 lb ground beef
1 can tomato sauce
1/2 lb ground pork
salt & pepper to
1 onion, chopped
taste
Boil the whole head of cabbage for 5
minutes. Remove from water and separate
leaves. Mix remaining ingredients, except
tomato sauce, together and make into rolls.
Then roll each meat roll in a cabbage leaf
and secure with a toothpick. Arrange in
baking pan. Pour tomato sauce and enough
water to cover rolls. Cover and simmer 1
1/2 hours.
Ethel Willett
First United Methodist Church
Cookbook
circa 2007

The roof project is almost
compete. Please continue to give to
the building fund or caregiver to
pay for the roof replacement. Thank
you for your continued support.

ABOVE ALL CHRIST IN 2019
Giving Comes from the Heart
Evaluate your current giving. Does it reflect your blessings?
Is it generous? Have you made it a matter of prayer?
Your decision to be faithful in giving should originate out
of your love for God. Your gifts help to create and
implement ministries that change lives, transform
communities, and spread the good news of Christ.
There are several ways to give. We appreciate your
support of the ministries of First United Methodist Church
West Monroe.
– Offering plate during worship services.
– ACH Debit from your bank account
– Bill Pay through your bank online
– Credit/Debit cards (in church office in person or on the
church website)
As 2018 comes to a close,
prayerfully consider what you
will give in 2019. Pledge cards
are available around the
church. Complete yours and
return it to the church office.
Honor God with everything you own;
give him the first and the best.
Proverb 3:9 The Message

11 Brenda Moffett
12 Frances Allen
Linda Booker
13 Mary Beth Johnson
14 Maxine Klick
Brandi Thomisee
17 Margaret McKee
Elah Flores
20 Brexli Bryant
23 Peggy Hammond
Earleen Thompson
24 Randi Johns

27 Nell Spurlock
Linda Gasaway
Michael Booker
28 Richard Ballard
Baylee Johns
30 Debbie Russell
If your birthday is not
listed, we do apologize.
Please
contact
the
church office to make
sure we have accurate
information.

2018 Year-End Giving
All contributions should be received
or postmarked by Monday, December 31
to be credited in 2018.

