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“Our mission is to love, proclaim, know and serve the Risen Christ.”

Our Worship Services

Mark Your Calendars!
September 29 — Pumpkin Delivered
Be ready to unload at 8:00 am!

9:00 am Traditional Worship
10:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Contemporary Worship
Our Staff
Rev. Jon E. Tellifero

Pastor
revjon2015@gmail.com

Pumpkin Patch Open
September 30 - October 31
We still have several open daily slots.
Please volunteer today!

Director of Campus Ministries
traemilam@gmail.com

Other volunteers needed!

Coordinator of Children’s
Ministry
lauren@fumcwm.org

Maintenance Crew / Quality Control
Pumpkin Rolling (every 2-3 days)
Field Trip Workers (Tues & Thurs Mornings)
On-Call Worker
Clean Up Crew (Sat, Nov 3 at 8:00 am)
Minglers (to greet and encourage our visitors)

Pumpkin Patch is our largest outreach.
Let’s all work to make this a great year!

Trae Milam

Lauren Laughlin

Lindsay Reynolds

Director of Music Ministries
lindsay.lou.reynolds@gmail.com

Sandra Lawson

Campus Manager
sandra@fumcwm.org

Kathy Morrison

Secretary
kathy@fumcwm.org

Jennifer Upton

Director of Early Learning Center
jennyup67@yahoo.com

church@fumcwm.org
www.fumcwm.org
Facebook.com/fumcwm

“Be filled with the Spirit, as you
sing psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs among yourselves, singing and
making melody to the Lord in your
hearts, giving thanks to God the
Father at all times and for everything
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
(Ephesians 5:18b-20).” These are special words of the
Apostle Paul to the Ephesian church. They encourage
the church to sing. This is nothing new for the Bible. In
Psalm 150 it says, “1Praise the Lord! Praise God in his
sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament! 2Praise
him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his
surpassing greatness! 3Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp! 4Praise him with
tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and
pipe! 5Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him
with loud clashing cymbals! 6Let everything that
breathes praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!”

September has nearly come and gone. Our student
ministry has found their rhythm for the fall as we
continue to love, proclaim, know, and serve the risen
Christ. Our youth will be joining together on
September 29 to help unload thousands of pumpkins
into the pumpkin patch. Once the patch is filled we
will join alongside the children’s ministry and enjoy
an evening of “painting in the patch” on September 30.
During this event we will fellowship and paint
pumpkins to help decorate the patch even more.
During October, the pumpkin patch will offer many
opportunities for our youth and college ministries to
help work the patch and meet new families. Our hope
is that some of these families make First United
Methodist Church West Monroe their home. The
student ministry will also help host an event called
“Night in the Patch” on October 20. This is a free
event that provides food, games, and a movie in the
patch. This event brought over 200 visitors last year
and we expect an even bigger turn out this year.
Our college ministry is growing so fast. We took a
group of 10 college students to Southern Escape Room

Music is a special tool to develop Christians. There
is a mystery and grace that fills our lives when we sing,
play instruments and listen to music. The Bible tells us
that a “merry heart does good like a medicine.” It
appears that the life that sings it’s faith, that plays it’s
faith, and even dances it’s faith, has a strength and
capacity that others lack.
Paul suggests that we sing our faith because it makes
us better people.
I hope that you are enjoying the wonderful work of
our choir and our praise band. They bring the beauty of
the Lord into full view because of their gifts of music.
This Sunday, and I hope for the rest of our lives, we
will sing, play and dance with our God who loves us so
much!
See You Sunday in the Singing Place,
Pastor Jon

in West Monroe in September for a team building
experience and we had a blast. We spend time every
meeting praying for one another and over the many
challenges that come with the college journey. Our
college ministry meets every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the
month from 6:30-8:30 pm if you would like to join.
Location and activities change from meeting to
meeting so text Trae Milam at 318-773-7727 to get
added to the college text list. This is a great
opportunity to help our college students grow in their
faith and stay involved in the church.
As a reminder, our youth ministry meets every
Sunday from 5-7:00 pm and every Wednesday from 67:30 pm. If you know a youth that would like to get
plugged in, we would welcome them with open arms.
As always, continue to pray for the Frontline Student
ministries as we aim to reach people with the lifegiving message of Jesus Christ.
Frontline Student Events
Sundays
Youth Meal & Meeting
5:00—7:00 p.m.
Wednesdays
Youth Meeting
6:00—7:30 p.m.
(All meetings at the church unless otherwise specified)

We have had a pretty quiet September around here, but we are gearing up for a big
month of Pumpkin Patch fun for October! Our Painting in the Patch event will be this
coming Sunday, September 30 from 5-7. Children and youth will be painting and
decorating pumpkins and will get to decorate and eat yummy treats! We will use the
decorated pumpkins to create a beautiful, unique walkway into the patch for all to see
and enjoy. If you signed up to bring cookies or cupcakes, you can drop them off in the
church kitchen Sunday morning or afternoon any time before 4pm. Thanks!
I have been doing Chapel with the three- and four-year-olds at the ELC and it has
been so much fun! I look forward to it every week. God is blessing our time together
for sure!
October will be full of fun things for children and families. Our patch will run as usual and we will also
have our Night in the Patch event on October 20. More details will come soon about the event, so be on the
lookout! We are hoping to reach out to our community and invite them in for a night of fun and fellowship.
Thank you all so much for your prayers and support of our children’s ministry. God is good all the time!
Lauren Laughlin

What a great couple of months it’s been
worshipping with my new church family!
Worship through song is my heart, and I’m
enjoying sharing that with you more than
you know! The words we sing prepare our
hearts to encounter a Holy God in a
personal way, so I hope you leave worship
feeling like you were singing at the feet of
Jesus.
I’m getting super excited as Chancel
Choir and Cross & Flame are preparing
some new music for you for our Celtic
service. Our music groups, with the help
of our children and a couple of guest
musicians, will lead us in family worship
on October 7 as we worship while
celebrating with a Celtic style. There will
be some special music experiences you do
NOT want to miss!
In addition to our Sunday music, both
groups are working on Christmas music as
the Advent season is quickly approaching.
IT’S NOT TOO LATE to join us in
singing our Christmas cantata! We’re
rehearsing cantata music on Wednesday
nights at 6:30 in the choir room and would
love to see you there!

On Tuesday, September 25,
several of the I Love Lucies
went to the United Methodist
Children’s Home in Ruston
along side USA Reboot to feed
veterans from all branches of
military service with PTSD.
Some of those participating
were Johnette Mintz, Dana
Kennedy, Donna Luse, Denise Johns, Teresa Gadberry,
Sara Blackwell, Ruth Jeffords and Brenda Howell.

Giving is a Gift
Jesus told stories about a widow’s gift, good and bad stewards, and workers in the vineyard as parables of the Kingdom. Paul, writing to the congregation at Corinth appealing for the
collection for the poor Christians in Jerusalem tells of the Macedonians “who, though they were
very poor, gave as much as they could, and even more than they could…You know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ; rich as he was, he made himself poor for your sake, in order to make you
rich by means of his poverty” 2 Corinthians 8:3, 8.
Have you ever compared your weekly church giving to the money you spend on newspapers or magazines, holidays, movies, eating out, or on vacations. Is your giving to “the work of
God” the first priority in your spending or does it come out of you loose change?
These are serious questions about discipleship as well as about money. Giving with a
thankful heart, because God loves a cheerful giver, leads to a new freedom about finances and
faith. We hope that all the members of our congregation will be willing to take a step in faith in
considering Christian giving. The amount you give is entirely a matter between you and God but
it should be given thankfully and cheerfully, in proportion to your means, and regular and committed.
Please pray for our church as we take steps together in faith and discipleship.

Have you signed up to be a
Caregiver?
A Caregiver is a special call
financial giver.
When unforeseen and urgent needs
arise during the year, Caregivers are
willing to go beyond their pledged
financial support and be “on-call” by
giving
a
financial
contribution.
Caregiver calls are for $25 each call;
however if you can give more, it would
be greatly appreciated. Calls are usually
made on a quarterly basis.
If you have not already signed up to
be a Caregiver but would like to be one,
please let the church office know.

The Trustees and the Finance Committees has
contracted with a roofing company to replace the
roof. The roofer will start the work the first of
November.
We will begin by using funds already received
from contributions to the building fund,
memorials and other contributions. We will not
need to secure a loan or line of credit if these
contributions continue. The expected cost will be
approximately $111,000.
Your generous contributions will have a
major impact on helping us minister to those
who are seeking Christ at our church. Thank you
for your continued support.

Each month for
the next year, a recipe
will
be
in
the
newsletter
preparing
you for our big 150th
celebration dinner on the grounds in 2019.
Each recipe will be taken from a church
cookbook or provided by church members
who are now in their heavenly home.
Chocolate Fudge Pie
1 c. sugar
1/2 c. butter, melted
2 eggs
2/3 c. flour, sifted
1 sq. bitter chocolate, melted
1 tsp. vanilla
Beat sugar and butter together, then add
eggs. Beat until thoroughly mixed, add
flour and blend well. Add chocolate and
vanilla. Pour into greased Pyrex pie plate
(no crust) and bake in preheated 325 degree
oven for 25 minutes. Serve with vanilla ice
cream.
Mrs. Ed W. Stinson, Jr
Mable Johnson Circle
Cookbook Recipe

LAY SERVANT / LAY
SPEAKER

If you are a certified
Lay Servant or Lay
Speaker and have taken
the required courses,
please contact the church
office as soon as possible.

1

14 Bill Putnam
Staci Mitchell
Lexie Allen
Landry Allen
19 Rita Tucker
20 Jay White
21 Richard James
Lee Beaird
Gracie Putnam
Jaycee Allbritton
22 Allison Holtzclaw
23 Karen Cupit
Spencer Hill
24 Paul DeLoach
25 Sue Kelly
Caroline Moore
26 Mary Sanders
27 Jean Koserog
30 Mark Kigerl
31 Beverly Tellifero
McKinley Harris

Hunter Darden
Cory Hart
3 Bob Kennedy
Harold Russell
Sydney Eaton
4 Barbara Westbrook
Elizabeth Walker
5 Corey White
6 Katelyn Donald
Garrett Gresham
7 Doug Caldwell
8 Mickey Jackson
9 Lexie Johns
10 Freddie Walker
Abby Kigerl
12 Susan Williams
If your birthday is not listed, we do
Staci Eaton
apologize. Please contact the
church office to make sure we have
13 Sean Hamilton
accurate information.

We will observe communion on
Sunday, October 14.
World Communion Sunday
We will receive a special offering for the six
special offerings the United Methodist churches
receive through the year. These connectional
offerings—all of us giving together—allows United
Methodists to do together what we cannot do alone. When you give to this
offering, you enable vital ministries that change the world, one life at a
time.

All Saints’ Sunday
October 28, 2018
Cluster Charge Conference
Tuesday, October 16 — 6:00 pm
McGuire UMC

On this day, we remember those who
have passed away, both in our local
congregations and throughout
the Church universal.

NELA Celtic Festival
Saturday, October 6
10:00 am—9:00 pm
Kiroli Park
First United Methodist Church
will have a booth at the
Celtic Festival again this year.

Sunday, October 7
10:00 am
9:00 am Sunday School
Our Chancel Choir and Cross & Flame
with the help of our children and a couple of
guest musicians, will lead us in worship.

Invite someone to join you
for this special service.
We will not observe communion on October 7.
Communion will be the following Sunday, October 14

Fall Back Onto Jesus Through Ministry
by Holly Sanders
Fall is the time of year that our pumpkin patch
becomes an outward ministry we can use to tell others
how much Jesus loves them. It is a way to give of
ourselves and be the hands and feet of Jesus. It is a way
to spend time with someone and make them feel loved.
When you drive past the patch, what do you see? I
see Jesus. I see volunteers setting up and taking down
the patch. I see people helping people pick out the
perfect pumpkin. I see children listening in awe to
stories being told. I see people taking pictures,
capturing the moment to save as a memory. I see kids
of all ages playing. I feel the cool evening breeze
hitting my cheeks as the sun sets. I hear laughter and
stories as loved ones enjoy spending time together.
Dear Jesus, please help everyone feel your love and
embrace when they visit our pumpkin patch. Please use
the patch to draw others closer to you. Amen.
Reflection: Matthew 5:14-16
You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill
cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and
put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and
it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way,
let your light shine before others, that they may see
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

Why pastor appreciation? Well, think about this: on
any given day your pastor is ministering to...
— two marriages in crisis...
— multiple families with children who've rejected
the gospel...
— a woman who recently learned she has cancer...
— a middle aged man adjusting to life after
divorce...
— three people in need of employment...
— a mom and dad with a young son or daughter in
the military...
— three victims of abuse...
— two people recently widowed...
— 100 people in need of spiritual growth…
— a couple with a newborn...
— newlyweds...
— someone who has turned to Christ...
— 20 people with spiritual growth…
— praying for you...
— enduring intense criticism from people you
wouldn't expect...
— a lengthy and stressful leadership meeting...
— a funeral or a wedding...
— multiple counseling sessions...
— attempts to help several people reconcile broken
relationships...
— hospital visitation...
— worship preparation...
— study and sermon preparation...
— leads multiple Bible studies
— is available 24 hours a day seven days a week
365 days a year.
— he is called of God for this place and this time.

Sun

Our Pastor:
Jon Tellifero

Mon

Tue

October 2018
Wed

1 God, thank you 2 God, may our
3 Lord God, we
for our pastor who pastor and his
pray for the
answers your call family receive love, spiritual,
to preach the
honor, and
emotional, and
unsearchable
encouragement
physical wellriches in Christ.
from their people. being of our
Eph. 3:8
1 Tim. 5:17
pastor.
1 Sam. 25:6

4 Lord, bless our
pastors’ family. Be
their refuge and
fortress. Preserve
their time
together. Meet
their needs.
Psalm 91:1-2

Thu

5 God, may our
pastor set an
example in
speech, in life, in
love, and in faith.
1 Tim. 4:12

Fri

6 Lord God, raise
up prayer warriors
who will pray
diligently for our
pastor and his
family.
1 Tim. 2:1-2

Sat

19 Lord, keep our
pastor faithful in
every way,
especially when
tired and hardpressed. We pray
for his rest and
renewal. Isaiah.
40:31
26 God, help Jon
to put on the
breastplate of
righteousness, the
helmet of

27 Lord, may our
pastor and laity
alike seek first
your kingdom and
your

20 God, bless our
pastor with a spirit
of perseverance
when facing trials
and tribulations.
James 1:12

9 God, equip our 10 God, bless our 11 Lord, enable
12 God, guard our 13 Lord God, fix
pastor with all the pastor with
our pastor to trust pastor’s heart and our pastor’s
resources required valuable study
you with all his
mind with your
thoughts on
to fulfill the plans time. Guide him
heart and lean not peace, which
whatever is true,
you have for him. into a deeper
on his own
surpasses all
noble, right, pure,
Jer. 29:11
relationship with
understanding.
understanding.
lovely, admirable
you. Eccl. 1:13
Prov. 3:5
Phil 4:7
and excellent.
Phil. 4:8

8 Lord, give our
pastor wisdom in
his leadership and
the courage to
speak
uncompromising
truth.
Prov. 4:20-27

24 God, equip our
pastor to endure
hardship, do the
work of an
evangelist, and

7 Father God, give
Jon insight to
fearlessly make
known the
mystery of the
gospel whenever
he speaks. Eph.
6:19

23 Lord, draw our
pastor near to the
throne of grace so
that he may
receive mercy in a

14 Father God,
guide our pastor
in the paths of
righteousness.
May goodness
and mercy follow
him always.
Psalm 23:3-6
22 Father God,
may people learn
through Jon’s
example that Jesus
did not come to

15 God, help our 16 Lord, keep our 17 God, reveal
18 Father God, fill
pastor to be an
pastor humble,
new ways Jon can our pastor with
instrument of
thankful, and ever open the
love, joy, peace,
healing in our
aware that all
floodgates of
patience, kindness,
church,
good things come justice and bring
goodness,
neighborhood and from you. Psalm
hope to a hurting faithfulness,
city.
25:9
world. Job 5:16
gentleness, and
1 Cor. 12:20-27
self-control. Ga.
5:22-23
25 Lord, empower
our pastor to fight
the good fight,
finish the race,
keep the faith, and
21 God, enable
our pastor to
preach and
encourage with
great patience and

