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Mark Your Calendars!   
September 22 — Pumpkin Patch Set Up 

September 29 — Pumpkin Delivered  
Pumpkin Patch Open 

September 30 - October 31 
  

We need lots of volunteers! 
  

Set Up Crew / Decorate 

Unload Pumpkins 

Maintenance Crew / Quality Control 

Pumpkin Rolling 

Field Trip Workers 

Daily Patch Sales 

On-Call Worker 

Clean Up Crew 

Minglers 
 

Pumpkin Patch is our largest outreach.  
Let’s all work to make this a great year! 



 “God above all” is a 
good motto for the 
Christian faith. Paul 
summarized the faith with 
this simple sentence, 
“Jesus is Lord!” [Rm. 
10:10] Scholars tell us that 

Paul’s affirmation is the earliest affirmation 
of our faith. Maybe, we should understand 
Jesus’ words in this vein when he said, “I am 
the way, the truth and the life, no one comes 
to the Father except by me.” [Jn. 14:6] Both 
Paul’s affirmation and Jesus’ self-knowledge 
might be best understood as affirmations for 
health.  
 The disciples recognized that it was only 
in Jesus’ words that they would find life. “To 
whom would we go to find the words of life?” 
Peter replied to Jesus when asked if he would 
leave Jesus too. [Jn. 6:68] Our affirmations 
are not meant to exclude people, rather they 
point to where we find healing: healing from 
disease, healing from loneliness, and healing 
from toxic sin.  
 This brings me back to the motto “God 
above all.” Above all is the translation of one 
of the saints of the Bible that most of us don’t 
know; Antipas. In Revelation 2:13 we are 
told, “Antipas my witness, my faithful one, 
who was killed among you.” Antipas is built 
on two Greek words: anti, “before” or 
“above,” and pas, “all.” My guess is his birth 
name was something other than Antipas. 
Barnabas’ birth name was Joseph and Paul’s 
was Saul. Why Antipas? I think it was in 
affirmation of his zeal for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He willingly gave his whole life to 
God. This was the hallmark of Christian 
living and giving in the first century. People 
gave all. 
 Why would people give all to Jesus? I 
believe it is because when people meet the 
resurrected Jesus, they find the deepest 
answers to life cleared up. Am I loved? Does 
my life matter? Is there more to life than 
eating, drinking, and having fun? These 
questions and many more are answered.  
 Is “above all” your motto? I hope so. Is 
“above all” the driving force of our church? It 
should be. Is “above all” the hope of the 
world? It had better be. 
 See you Sunday as we proclaim, “God 
above all.” 
       Pastor Jon   

 August has come 
and gone so fast. Time 
flies when you're 
having fun. Our youth 
participated in the 
church's Family Back to School Bash this past August. They 
spent the evening in fellowship through messy games with 
tons of laughter and memories being made. Our student 
ministry also had the opportunity to spend the evening with 
Christian comedian Jon Crist. This was a church-wide event 
and was truly an evening full of laughter for all who attended. 
Later in the month, our youth attended the district wide event 
at Camp Caney called Youth Ignite. This was a gathering of 
youth from all over the district where we worshipped 
together, shared in communion, and enjoyed plenty of fun 
games throughout the campsite.  
     We are proud of our student ministry as they continue to 
grow in their faith through acts of service. The church flower 
beds are looking healthy thanks to  the youth for spending a 
Sunday evening picking out as many weeds as they could 
find. They have been consistently doing this now for over a 
year as a way to take ownership in taking care of their church. 
This is something we hope will bear fruit long into the future. 
   Many opportunities are coming up for your youth to get 
involved. We just started a series on Exodus in our 
Wednesday night Bible study. We meet from 6:00 - 7:30pm. 
During this time we have refreshments, fellowship, and play a 
few games. We then spend the rest of the evening learning 
from the book of Exodus. This is a great opportunity for your 
youth to jump in, make friends, and learn more about God 
and his love for them. We are also meeting on Sunday nights 
from 5:00-7:00pm (unless noted otherwise on the church 
calendar). We have a meal, worship, fellowship, games, and a 
devotion.  
    Our college ministry is continuing to grow too. If you 
know of a college student looking to get plugged in with a 
group of other Christians, we meet every 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of the month from 6:30-8:30pm. Location and activities 
change from meeting to meeting so call or text Trae Milam to 
get added to the college text list. This is a great opportunity to 
help our college students grow in their faith and stay involved 
in the church. As always, continue to pray for the Frontline 
Student Ministries as we aim to reach people with the life-
giving message of Jesus Christ. 

LAY SERVANT / LAY SPEAKER 
 
 If you are a certified Lay Servant 
or Lay Speaker and have taken the 
required courses, please contact the 

church office as soon as possible 



   August has been such 
a fun-filled month for 
our children and 
families! We had an 
incredible Sunday School 
Promotion celebration, 
Parents’ Night Out, and 
our big Back to School 
Bash event plus our regular 

Sunday School and Children’s Church 
sessions. I would like to take the time to send 
a huge THANK YOU to all of the amazing 
people who have helped out with children’s 
events this month! This ministry could not 
survive and thrive without the hands and feet 
of God’s people carrying it. I have been so 
blessed with awesome support and help and 
am so excited to continue working with all of 
you!  

We are in the process of transitioning the 
names of our Sunday morning children’s 
activities. Children’s Church (as you might 
have noticed in services lately) will be 
referred to as The Ark. Sunday School will 
be referred to as The Wave. We view 
children’s ministry and our time with the 
children on Sunday mornings as an incredible 
opportunity to immerse children in the word 
of God by sharing His love and lessons. 
Sunday School provides the children with the 
wave of information from the bible stories 
and activities that really help the lessons click 
in their little minds. Children’s church is the 
vessel we use to create a lasting impression 
and environment of love and fellowship for 
children. We will begin our new curriculum 
for both The Wave and The Ark on the first 
Sunday in September. We are looking 
forward to embarking on a new journey with 
our awesome children and teachers!  

Worship at 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
Sunday School at 10:00 am  

 
         Miss Lauren 

Confirm 2018 
 
 Youth in the sixth grade and older will be getting together this 

Fall, September 9 through November 4, with Confirmation Sunday 

being December 2. We will be committing our lives to Jesus, each 

other, and a better world. We will study scripture, learn about the 

Christian faith, and gain the strength for healthy living. If you have 

a student [sixth grade or older] that should be involved in Confirm 

2018, call the church office to sign up. 

  It seems crazy to be thinking about Christmas 
already, but it will be here before we know it. The music 

department is starting to prepare now for the Advent 
season, which we will kick off with our annual Christmas 
cantata. If you have ever thought about singing with the 

choir, this is a great chance to try us out (I mean, we're 
really awesome)! We will do a sing-through of the cantata 
on Saturday, September 8, at 10:00 a.m. in the choir room. 

Rehearsals will start the following Wednesday at 6:30. We 
would love for you to join us in celebrating the birth of our 
Savior. See you then!  

Announcing Our 
New Director of 
Music Ministry 

 
 Lindsay Reynolds is 
the newest addition to 

our FUMC WM family. 
She joins us as the 
Music Director, leading 
both Cross and Flame, 

and Chancel Choir. Lindsay grew up in northeast Louisiana. 
She graduated from West Ouachita High School before 
attending ULM, where she graduated with her degree in music 

education. She's been teaching elementary music for 12 years, 
the past 3 in Monroe City Schools. Lindsay and her husband 
Jeremy lived in Olympia, WA, for 3 years before returning to 

Louisiana and, ultimately, to Monroe with their two children, 
Reed and Mary. Lindsay is no stranger to church service, 
having served in multiple capacities in United Methodist 

churches over the past 15 years. We are excited to welcome 
their family to ours.  



1  Jude Wallace 
2  Tom Jones 
 Randy Wisenor 
 Patricia Putnam 
 Brian Allen 
 Sara Brantley 
3  Savannah Moffett 
4  Kathy Beaird 
 Kim Moore 
 Kennedy Putnam 
5  Emma Burkett 
 Sue Drewett 
 Jason Thornhill 
6  Randy Russell 
 Paisley Putnam 
 Jude Hill 
8  Hank Camp 
 Johnny Hale 
 Bob Tucker 
 Gary Stroud 
 Larry Folse 
10  Mary Tellis 
 Daniel Putnam 
11  Helen Lewis 
 Thom Hamilton 
12  Thomas Kigerl 
 Dewanna Blake 

 James Beaird 
 Bruce Fuller 
13  Wanda Lewis 
14  Julie Newman 
 Belle Joiner 
15  Barbara Milton 
 Judy Vallez 
16  Charlotte Hester  
 Brenda Fulford 
 Jenny Upton  
17  Mike Booker, II 
18  Abby Mackey 
19  Laveda clark 
20  Cathy Ervin  
 Saylor Curtis  
23  Linda Paxton-Sullivan 
24  Charles Martin 
 Irby Gamble 
25  Ben Patterson 
 Lee Edwards, Jr. 
 Drew Kennedy 
 Brooke McCoy 
 Ben Tellifero 
26  Debbie Wisenor 
27  Steve Best 
 Melanie Moffett 

Micah Tellifero 
28  Elizabeth Dopson 
 Pam Spencer 
29  Luke Wiggins 

If your birthday is not listed, 
we do apologize. Please 

contact the church office to 
make sure we have accurate 

information. 

 

  Each month for the 
next year, a recipe will be 
in the newsletter preparing 
you for our big 150th 
celebration dinner on the 

grounds in 2019. Each recipe will be taken from 
a church cookbook or provided by church 
members who are now in their heavenly home. 
 

TANGY VEGETABLE SALAD  
1 tsp. salt 
3/4 c. sugar (or Nurtra-Sweet) 
1/4 c. olive oil 
1 T. water 
1/2 c. vinegar 
1 (14 oz) can French-style green beans 
1 (14 oz) can small English peas 
1 stalk celery 
1 onion, diced 
1 green bell pepper, diced 
1 small jar chopped pimento 

 
Drain beans and peas well. Mix salt, sugar, olive 
oil, water and vinegar. Pour over beans, peas, 
celery, onion, green peppers and pimento. Mix 
well, cover and chill overnight. You can keep it 
in the refrigerator until ready to serve. Drain 
well 1 hour before serving. 
 

 Nancy Ross 
First United Methodist Church 
Cookbook 
circa 2007 

Dear Church Family,  
 We thank each of you for the love 
and support shown to us as we 
mourned the loss of mom/Ms. Myra. 
We are thankful for those who prepared 
and served our family following the 
memorial service. We appreciate the 
expressions of condolences through 
flowers and charitable contributions. 
We are grateful for the prayers and 
words of support. We are blessed by 
you all.  
    With Love,  
     Steve, Dewanna,  
     Hannah, Zachary &   
     Samuel Blake 

 I would like to take this time to say thank you for 
your donations of students’ supplies, and a monetary 
donation from a Sunday School class that was delivered 
to our school on August 16. As you know, the majority 
of our students fall in the “low poverty” category. We 
could not have provided for our students like we did 
without your support. Also our teachers were excited to 
see the snacks in our lounge. The monetary donation 
will go towards our new playground equipment. 
 Your generosity and support for our school is greatly 
appreciated. It is because of people like you that we are 
able to provide for our students and put a smile on our 
teachers’ faces. We look forward to working with you 
again in the near future. 
 Once again, on behalf of Lenwil Elementary School, 
we say thank you! 
      
         Sincerely, 
         Lisa Vige, Principal 



CALLING ALL HUNTERS! 
 Sassy Kats is expanding its resale business to include 
hunting/fishing clothing and gear! We need your help! 

When preparing for the upcoming seasons, please 
DONATE YOUR GENTLY USED OR NEW ITEMS 

TO Sassy Kats. 
Donations accepted at:  

504 Louisville Ave. & 901 N. 4th St, Monroe, LA 
 

For more information, please contact Jennifer Bass at 
318/387-7817 ext. 122 or jbass@arcomonroe.org. 

 
Sassy Kats is an enterprise of ARCO, a non-profit service to 
individuals with developmental disabilities and their families 

since 1954. Store sales provide funding for wages of those 
receiving job training there. We appreciate your support  

that makes this service possible. 

LifeShare Blood Drive 
Sunday September 23 

8:30 am—12 Noon 
 

Please consider donating 
the gift of life. 

The church office and 
Early Learning Center 
will be closed Monday, 

September 3. 

ULM Wesley Foundation 
2018 Sportsman’s Auction 

Thursday, September 13  |  6 pm  |  Lea Joyner UMC 
 
 The proceeds from this event will go directly to the ULM Wesley Foundation, a ministry on the campus of 
ULM that shares the life and love of Christ by inviting students to come, grow and serve. With your donation 
to this year’s auction, you will make a significant difference in the ULM Wesley Foundation and our mission 
on campus. Your donation is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law and your generosity will be recog-
nized at the event. Thank you so much for your time and consideration. 
 
 We anticipate a full house with 300 in attendance to enjoy the evening. We expect it to be a great night with 
jambalaya dinner, and outstanding silent and live auction items, including a Kawasaki Mule! 

mailto:jbass@arcomonroe.org


Back to Church Sunday 
You can actually have FUN inviting 

someone to church! 
 

  There are two types of people, extroverts and 
introverts. Regardless of which type you are, we 
all have one thing in common when it comes to 
inviting people to church: God’s help. Begin now 
by praying for opportunities to see people’s needs 
and help point them to church and a relationship 
with Christ. Ask God to show you people you can 
be strategic to reach, and remind you of events 
within the church like Easter, Christmas, and 
special Sundays. That first invitation can be the 
hardest, but ask for God’s guidance and boldness; 
take a step of faith to help you in your journey of 
drawing people closer to God by inviting them to 
church. 
 
Who Can You Invite? 
  Strangers – 80% of churchgoers say they first 

came because of an invitation. 
  Co-workers – Most people come to church 

because of a personal invitation. 
  Facebook/Social Media Friends – Google sees 

around 30,000 searches every month related 
to online church and church services online. 

  Family Members – You may have already 
bombarded your family with countless 
invitations but if you are passionate about 
your faith, you want your family to have the 
same experience you do. 

  Close Friends – 47% of unchurched people are 
open to thinking about a new church based 
on a friend’s invitation. 

  Neighbors – 82% of the unchurched are at least 
somewhat likely to attend church if invited. 
They are your neighbors, they should 
already know you attend church, so extend 
that special invitation to them. 

Is God First?  
 A long-time member and proud grandfather stood at 
the baptismal font with his family for the baptism of his 
baby granddaughter. Another infant from another family 
that was new to the congregation was baptized at the 
same service. Following the service, the two families 
intermingled at the front of the church as they took turns 
having their pictures taken. At one point, the mother 
from the new family needed to get some things out of her 
bag, and the grandfather from the other family offered to 
hold her baby. Other church members commented on the 
grandfather with the baby; he found himself saying 
several times, “Oh, this one isn’t mine: I’m just holding 
him for a minute.” 
 Monday morning the grandfather visited the pastor at 
the church office and said, “I want to change my will to 
include the church, and I want to talk to you about how 
to do that.” The pastor was stunned and couldn’t help 
asking about what brought the grandfather to this 
decision. The older man’s eyes teared as he said, 
“Yesterday I realized something while I was holding the 
other baby. I kept telling people that he wasn’t my child, 
but then it dawned on me that he was part of my family, 
part of my church family. I’ve been a member here for 
more than forty years, and in God’s eyes I’m a 
grandfather to more than just my own. His eyes were 
opened to a God-given vision and faith to plant seeds for 
trees whose shade he may never see. 
 We're built like a building. "In Christ you are built 
together spiritually into a dwelling place for 
God" (Ephesians 2:22 NRSV). We are meant to fit 
together like bricks in a new building. It's essential that 
the parts of a building fit together. Life is tough. We all 
need the support of people who care about us.  
 We're joined in a body. "Just as there are many parts 
to our bodies, so it is with Christ's Body. We are all parts 
of it, and it takes every one of us to make it complete, for 
we each have different work to do. So we belong to each 
other, and each of us needs all the others" (Romans 12: 4
-5 TLB). What Jesus Christ did when he was here in his 
physical body, he wants to do today through the church. 
We are the body of Christ on Earth. We are his hands. 
We are his feet. All of us have to play our part. Being 
part of the body of Christ means we are a part of 
something bigger than ourselves, and if we don't play our 
specific part, the mission of the church is impacted. 
 Our church has many ministries --- music, missions, 
congregational care visiting shut-ins and nursing home 
residents and helping other church members during 
difficult times. Parents, its having you and your children 
participating in youth or children ministry, attending 
Sunday School. Church is not the preacher or the music 
leader or the staff. It is you! Get connected. If not today, 
then tomorrow. It is never too late. Put God first. 


