
F I R S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  
1411 Glenwood Drive ·  West Monroe, Louisiana 71291  

Phone: (318) 387-0511 ·  Fax: (318) 387-0249 ·  Daycare: (318) 361-9059  

T h e  M E S S E N G E R  N E W S L E T T E R  

“Our mission is to love, proclaim, know and serve the Risen Christ.” 
 

Volume 20, Issue 08 SEPTEMBER EDITION August 28, 2019 

Our Worship Services 
 

9:00 am Sunday School 
10:15 am Worship 

Service 
 
 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Lamar Oliver 
Pastor 

lamar@fumcwm.org 

 

Trae Milam 
Director of Campus Ministries 

traemilam@gmail.com 
 

Lindsay Reynolds 
Director of Music Ministries 
and Interim Coordinator of 

Children’s Ministries 
Lindsay@fumcwm.org 

 

Sandra Lawson 
Campus Manager 

sandra@fumcwm.org 
 

Kathy Morrison 
Secretary 

kathy@fumcwm.org 
 

Jennifer Upton 
Director of  

Early Learning Center 
jennyup67@yahoo.com 

 
 

church@fumcwm.org 
www.fumcwm.org 

Facebook.com/fumcwm 

Mark Your Calendar 
  

Sunday, Sept. 22 — After Worship 
Set Up Patch — We will have lunch then  

set-up the pumpkin patch. 
   

Saturday, Sept. 28 - 8:00 am 
Unload Pumpkins — Because the pumpkins are 

delivered by truck, sometimes the delivery may 
change at the last minute. Just be ready! 

 
  

Sunday, Sept 29 - October 31 
Pumpkin Patch is open! 

  
Volunteers are needed for 

Set up      Unload Pumpkins    Work Field Trips 
    Work Daily Sales    Maintenance Crew 
      “On Call” Volunteer  Clean up 
 
 

 

Pumpkin Patch is our largest community outreach. 
Please consider volunteering. 



  When our office staff 
gathered for our weekly 
Wednesday meeting a 
couple of weeks ago, as 
we were going over the 
calendar, it was 
mentioned that September 
was lining up to be an 
‘ordinary month’ without 

too much excitement…in light of all the 
activities coming later this year with our 
Pumpkin Patch, our A Disciple’s Path season 
of worship & commitment, and the avalanche 
that is December in the life of a church, it is 
probably a good thing September is kind of 
routine…OR IS IT? 
  As many of you are aware by now, after 
spending a season worshiping together in one 
service, September will see us adapting to a 
modified Sunday morning schedule that will 
also reflect a few other tweaks to our weekly 
Sunday routine. You can find out more about 
this elsewhere in this newsletter; I mention it 
here simply in line with the theme of routine, for 
even what appears to be a slight adjustment or 
two will take time for us all to adapt and retrain 
our muscle memory. 
  We would be wise to also remember that 
even in a month where there are not a lot of 
‘big events’ foundations are being laid and 
solidified for our future as a church community. 
The backbone of a Christian’s life is knowing 
that ours is not to be lived as a faith of 
individualism or solitude (although confessing 
Christ as Lord is a personal decision) but 
through life together. Coming together for 
worship, prayer, service, study, accountability, 
and fellowship are essential not only to our own 
growth but also those of our brothers and 
sisters in the faith. This reality is part of what 
makes the seemingly ’slow months’ like 
September 2019 so crucial, because the 
extraordinary is given birth in the ordinary. 
 As is usually the case when it comes to all 
sorts of mail (electronic and snail) you may 
have the temptation to simply skim (maybe) 
and pitch this newsletter as yet another piece 
of mail. Given what we know about our faith is 
formed and transformed through life in the 
church community, I want to encourage you to 
take the time and discover what all God has in 
store for us during this seemingly ’slow’ 
season. 
 
    Grace and Peace. 
    Lamar  

  Providing a day-care 
facility for babies and pre-school 
-age children is not a 
requirement of the United 
Methodist Church, but it is a 
chosen ministry of this church.  
Our center was established in 
1988 through the efforts of Jo 
Adams, Emily Caldwell, Linda 
Gibson, Ann Smith and many 
others.  It has served two 
generations of some church 
families.  We are committed to 
what one previous pastor 
referred to as “kingdom 

education”-----from the cradle on, the children hear 
Christian songs and Bible stories.  Many pastors have 
provided chapel services for them. 
  Since its inception the ELC  has been self-
supporting. Parents pay a weekly fee.  The income is 
budgeted to cover all wages, salaries, and operating 
expenses, including monthly rental paid to the church.  
All repairs and maintenance, any new equipment or 
furnishings necessary in the classrooms or the 
kitchen in the north wing of the church are fully 
funded by the ELC.  The ELC recently provided 
$15,000 toward the cost of the new roof. 
  The ELC is fully accredited by the state. The 
director and assistant director are well-informed on all 
governmental requirements and see that the center 
can pass unannounced government inspections.  We 
maintain a staff of competent, loving caregivers and a 
clean, safe environment.  We provide tasteful 
nutritious food and an abundance of educational toys 
and activities.   
  In recent years the ELC has greatly improved its 
physical facilities, only possible through funds 
provided by the ELC and much volunteer labor.  In 
the summer of 2009, Steve Blake demolished the old 
playground; Steve, Jerry Arledge and David and John 
Putnam, and sometimes additional JABAR workers, 
built the new one following a plan begun by Allan 
Pogue and developed by Barbara Westbrook.  The 
team then assembled the large play structure that 
serves many children at a time.  Beneath the play 
structure is a soft surface enclosed by a wide tricycle 
trail.  Aaron Nelson and several Telliferos laid sod, 
and the Arledges watered it for weeks.  In 2013, a 
large canopy to provide shade was purchased by the 
ELC.  Later a storm destroyed the canvas but it has 
been replaced.   
  The ELC is overseen by a committee consisting 
of Sally Arledge, Kathy Beard, Cathie Bryant, Kerri 
Taylor, and Barbara Westbrook. Anyone interested in 
serving on this committee may contact any current 
member. 



     The Missions 
Committee is 
sponsoring a mission 
trip to Acuna, Mexico 

(across the Rio Grande from Del Rio, TX) on the 
week of June 7-13, 2020.  Over a period of 4-5 
days we will build a house, from the foundation to 
the roof for a family.  We are partnering with an 
organization, Casas por Christo (houses for 
Christ), which has a long history of building 

houses in Mexico and other nations.  The cost of 
the trip is approximately $1,000, though we 
anticipate raising some portion of that cost.  Ages 
12 and up.  No construction experience is 
necessary.  We need at least 15 for the mission 
team.  We also need one or two people who 
would like to cook.  If you would like more 
information contact Paul Nelson, 355-8193 or 
nelson@ulm.edu.  To sign up, contact Paul or the 
church office. 

As announced via email on August 19, after a 
summer of worshiping in one service, an intentional 
time of bible study, plenty of conversation, and 
lengthy church council deliberation, starting 
September 8 we will be adopting a new Sunday 
Schedule with Sunday School at 9:00am and 
worship at 10:15am. During the summer and in 
conversation after this decision was reached, a few 
common questions keep arising: 
 
TRANSITIONING CHILDREN FROM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TO WORSHIP Sunday 
School will run from 9:00-10:00am. Parents are 
asked to pick up their child from our children’s wing 
at 10:00am. This is essential not only for the safety 
of our children but also to give our teachers a 
chance to get their classroom in order before 
proceeding to worship. 
 
COMMUNION Understanding there is no set-in-
stone mandate that communion must be done in a 
certain way every time, there may be months we 
take communion in what many may consider a 
more traditional way of coming forward to kneel at 
the communion rail, and there may be months we 
use the really traditional way of intinction, where we 
come forth and are given the bread and cup in a 
line, with an invitation to spend time in prayer at the 
rail after having received the elements. 
 
USHERS One of the most crucial ministries of the 
church on Sundays is serving as an usher. Given 
that we are not combining services but starting 
something new, it is our intention that any and all 
who have or want to serve as an usher will be part 
of this ministry. Contact Kathy in the church office if 
you would like to ensure you are on the list. 
 

ACOLYTES Similar to the usher discussion, as 
we begin something new we hope and pray that all 
the children of our church have the opportunity to 
serve in this very unique ministry that is crucial to 
helping set the tone for worship and our life after 
worship. 
 
LENGTH OF SERVICE There is nothing written 
in stone about measuring worship through the lens 
of it having to be started and completed within 60 
minutes. That being said, worship in our culture 
and context is designed for an approximately one 
hour frame, understanding that ‘going over’ by few 
minutes does not mean the end of the world. 
 
PERMANENCE OF NEW SCHEDULE A 
congregation with roots going back to 1847 has 
seen Sunday schedules change a multitude of 
times over the years. Nothing is permanent except 
the expectation that Christ will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead. 
 
PATTERN OF WORSHIP Christian worship is of 
such a nature that it cannot be fit neatly into terms 
such as ‘traditional’ or ‘contemporary.’ Our service 
is designed not as a ‘combination’ of two prior 
services or styles but rather as a faithful attempt to 
worship and glorify God using those gifts, graces, 
and abilities present in our congregation. 
Participating in authentic worship as God’s faithful 
involves bringing an expectation of encountering 
God, knowing our God works in ways far beyond 
our imagination or preferences. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH Part of our transitioning 
to a new service is an adjustment to our children’s 
church is adjusting our upper limit from 5th grade to 
3rd grade. 

mailto:nelson@ulm.edu


  August is nearly finished 

and we have so many blessings 

to count. Our high school students 

have started back to school and 

settled into their routines. Some of 

our college students have moved 

into their dorms and begun a new 

semester of class schedules while 

others are counting down their 

last few days of summer.  

  School, for many of our 
students, can become a source of 
anxiety and even dread (another 
year of homework and tests!). 
Knowing this, our student 
ministries have spent the month 
encouraging our youth and 
college students to have an 
"Attitude of Gratitude." Often the 
way we experience our day is 
shaped by our attitude. Are we 
seeing school as an obstacle or 
an opportunity?  
  Philippians 2:14-15 says, 

"Do all things without complaining 
or arguing, that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children 
of God without blemish in the 
midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world." It has 
blessed me to see our students' 
eyes open to the reality that the 
school year is full of wonderful 
blessings and opportunities. We 
have been learning 
that complaining throughout the 
day causes our experiences to be 
negative. Our youth now realize 
that going into each day with 
gratitude can truly turn a bad 
school year into a great one. We 
can't control everything in this 
world, but we can control our 
attitude. 
  September will be another 
opportunity for our youth and 
college to settle into their routines 
both in school, extra-curricular 
activities, and church community. 
If you are a youth parent, I highly 
recommend setting aside Sunday 
mornings from 9-10:15am for 
Sunday School and Sunday 
evenings from 5-7pm or 

Wednesday from 6-7:30pm for 
your youth. Remember, youth pay 
attention to the patterns of their 
parents. Your involvement in 
church community too will carry a 
lot of weight. Listed above are 
opportunities for Christian 
community for our junior high and 
high schoolers (many more listed 
for adults throughout this 
newsletter).  
  If you are a college student, 
we meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of each month from 6-8pm. It's an 
awesome time of fellowship, 
encouragement, and discipleship. 
Don't miss out!  
  ALL of us need Christian 
community and leadership to 
grow spiritually. Proverbs teaches 
us to "Train up a child in the way 
he should go; even when he is old 
he will not depart from it." Our 
student ministries are here to help 
YOU accomplish this. Get your 
youth involved here at First United 
Methodist Church West Monroe, 
dive into a group yourself, and 
let's all journey and grow together. 
If you have any questions, call 
Trae Milam at 318-773-7727. 

  As September rolls in, we're all thinking about one thing: 

FOOTBALL! For those that don't know, I'm an avid Saints fan (WHO 

DAT!). There are other staff members who cheer for the WRONG 

teams, but all we can do is pray for them. In all seriousness though, 

it's funny how differently we view people once we know which sports 

team they like or which political candidate they support. So many 

times we see through our differences which influences the way we 

treat people. BUT we find out in Genesis that we are created in God's image. That means the 

person who looks different, believes differently, loves differently, votes differently is made in the 

LIKENESS of God, just like ME. They are beautiful creations of God, and He loves them fiercely, 

just like He loves me. This is why it's so important that we treat people with kindness and love. 

In September, our kiddos will spend their time in children's church learning about loving others in 

word and action. We'll explore ways to be kind, even when it's hard, and we'll use our God 

goggles to view the world and everyone we encounter. Thanks for letting me love on your 

kiddos! They bring my heart such joy! 

  School may have started, but we are hanging on to summer for a little longer with some 

WATER WARS. 



  We had our cantata sing 
through, and Y'ALL....it's going to 
be SO GOOD! The best part is we 
worshiped while we sang. Our 
hearts were so moved by both the 
music and the words. This group is 
so much fun, and it's not too late to 
join us! We'll officially begin 
cantata rehearsal on Wednesday, 
September 11 at 6:45. Feel free to 
come at 6:00 and practice for 
Sunday's anthems. We'd love to 
have you!  
      Lindsay 

  The ULM Wesley Foundation's 
annual Sportsman's Auction is 
coming up on Thursday, Sept 12 at 
6pm at Lea Joyner UMC. This year's 
event will feature a jambalaya dinner 
plus live and silent auctions with a 
Kawasaki Mule, great hunting gear, 
trips and more. You don't want to 
miss this opportunity to bid on some 
great items and support the ULM 
Wesley!  
 

Tickets are $20 each and  
can be purchased online at  

ulmwesley.org/sportsmansauction 
or by contacting Meredith Brooks at 

318-278-4186 or  
meredithpbrooks@gmail.com.  

 
All proceeds will support the ULM 
Wesley Foundation's mission of 
investing in a new generation of 

Christ-followers and leaders.  

Vera Jordan Circle 
 

Happy Fall Ladies! 
 
The Vera Jordan Circle will meet on 

Tuesday, September 17, 2019 at 

11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall for 

a Back to Circle Luncheon. 

 Bring your favorite salad to share and some ideas 

for programs and activities. Tea and dessert will be 

provided. 

 Ladies new to the church, please feel free to come 

join us! We would love to have you. 

http://ulmwesley.org/sportsmansauction
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It's about one simple thing—
STUDENTS in PRAYER.  

 

Wednesday, Sept 25, 7am  
 

 Around the globe students meet at flagpoles to 
pray for their schools. They may be in public or 
private school and even home school students 
will participate. If you cannot attend personally, 
please pray right where you are. 

Next edition of The Messenger Newsletter  

will be September 25, 2019. 

If you or your committee have something 

you would like to put in the newsletter, 

articles are due by Friday, September 20. 

Family Promise Host Week  
September 22-27 

  
  If you are looking for a place to serve, 
please consider helping with Family Promise. 
Contact the church office or Dana Kennedy, for 
more information. 

  The church office will be 
closed on Monday, September 2 

for Labor Day. 
 We will reopen Tuesday, 

September 3 at 8:30 am. 

 
JESUS CAN’T BE SERIOUS, CAN HE? 

 
Sept 1 - All Labor Bears Fruit 
 
Sept 8 - Yes, It is Time to Downsize 
 
Sept 15 - Yes, They DO Matter 
 
Sept 22 - Yes, It DOES Matter 
 
Sept 29 - Yes, It ALL Adds Up 
 
 

Come join us in worship and 
bring a friend. 

 In September, we will be 

holding acolyte training.  

 If you would like for your child 

to be a part of this important 

ministry of our congregation, 

please contact the church office 

so that we will be able to notify 

you when our training is 

scheduled. 



  We are looking for 
volunteer to be part of a rotation 
for the  audio and visual ministry 
for Sunday worship. This group 
handles the production side of the 
service. They control the sound 
system, lights, computer system, 

recording processes and slideshows.   
  If you are in high school, a college student or an 
adult, there are no requirements other than a desire to help 
out. Training will be provided. See Jim Krestensen, Scott 
Henderson or contact the church office.  

—Did you make a financial pledge for 2019? 

—Did you make an extra   

     mile giving commitment for 

Standing in the Gap? 

—Have you given back to God 

that part of what He has 

blessed you with? 

1 Jude Wallace 

2 Tom Jones 

 Randy Wisenor 

 Patricia Putnam 

 Brian Allen 

4 Kathy Beaird 

 Kim Moore 

5 Emma Burkett 

 Sue Drewett 

 Jason Thornhill 

 Randy Russell 

 Jude Hill 

7 Paige Murray 

8 Hank Camp 

 Johnny Hale 

 Bob Tucker 

 Larry Folse 

9 Mary Wiggins 

10 Daniel Putnam 

11 Helen Lewis 

 Thom Hamilton 

12 Bruce Fuller 

 Dewanna Blake 

 Thomas Kigerl 

 James Beaird 

13 Wanda Lewis 

 Ethan Flores 

14 Mike Shields 

 Julie Newman 

 Belle Joiner 

15 Judy Vallez 

16 Charlotte Hester 

 Brenda Fulford 

17 Mike Booker, II 

20 Laveda Clark 

21 Cathy Ervin 

 Saylor Curtis 

22 Rita Albritton 

 Paula Thornhill 

23 Jimmie Wilhite 

 Linda Paxton-Sullivan 

24 Charles Martin 

 Irby Gamble 

 Finley Johns 

25 Ben Patterson 

 Drew Kennedy 

 Brooke McCoy 

 Ben Tellifero 

 Georgia Moffett 

26 Debbie Wisenor 

27 Steve Best 

 Branson McCoy 

28 Elizabeth Dopson 

 Pam Spencer 

29 Luke Wiggins 

   If your birthday is not 
listed, we do apologize. 
Please contact the church 
office to make sure we have 
accurate information. 

Your church family 
would like to wish you  
a very happy birthday! 

Do you have extra vases?  
 Our Congregational Care Group 
takes the altar flowers on Sundays 
and makes small arrangements to 
take to the sick and shut-ins. They are 
in need of vases for these 
arrangements. If you have vases you 
do not want, please consider donating 

them to the church for 
this ministry. No bud 
vases please as they 
are too small to hold a 
bouquet. You may 
drop them off at the 
church office. 


