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I have been waiting rather impatiently for
October, for one of the great joys of the first
year of a pastoral assignment is to be carried
through those major ministries that are such a
part of a congregation’s life, and if the first
two days of preliminary setup are any
indication, I am in for quite a treat! Our
Pumpkin Patch is one of those great things that
helps us with our visibility within the community - my hope and
prayer for this year’s iteration of this West Monroe institution is for
us to capitalize on these contacts to help those who are not currently
active in a local church be introduced to and welcomed in FUMC.
Another joy of the first year of a pastoral appointment is the
introduction of new and different things, and October is no
exception in these departments as well. You will find elsewhere in
this newsletter information about a special Harvest Sunday
celebration we will be holding on October 6; I cannot more strongly
encourage you not only to come and participate in that morning’s
activities but also to take advantage of a time like this to invite a
friend to come discover or re-discover God’s presence through our
ministries.
By now, you should have received a first-class mailing from
me talking about our A Disciple’s Path season, so I will not rehash
too much of it here. I will say that I have been humbled by the
feedback several of you have provided as we have come close to the
launch of this emphasis, and I look forward to all of us learning or
being reminded of the sacred promises we make when joining our
church. Like I mentioned to someone the other day, I firmly believe
a congregation should set aside a season of life every year to explore
and recommit to our sacred promises.
Again, THANK YOU. You all are a blessing, and I cannot
wait to continue our shared journey.
Grace and Peace,
Lamar

Crocheting and More
Thursdays at 10 am
in Library
Whether you crochet, cross-stitch,
needle point, or whatever your hobby,
bring your project and join these ladies on
Thursday mornings.
This group of ladies make hats for the
homeless on looms - no crocheting or
sewing skills required. They can teach
you! They also make lap blankets and
prayer shawls for those shut-ins, nursing
home residents and some are even taken
to the sick in the hospitals.
You may not finish your project when
you’re here but you will have a wonderful
time of fellowship with great ladies of our
church! Come join in!!
Some of Our Current Ministries
— Pastor’s Bible Study on Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings
— Prayer Group on Tuesday mornings
— Sunday School for children, youth and adults
— Vera Jordan Circle
— I Love Lucies
— Frontline Youth and College Ministry
— Children’s Ministry
— Music Ministry—Chancel Choir, Cross &
Flame Praise Band, handbells, and youth praise
band
— Serve at DeSiard Street Shelter
— Serve at the NELA Food Bank monthly
— Lay Servant for Communion
— Congregational Care by visiting homebound
and nursing home members, those in the
hospital, etc.
— Greeter Ministry
— Usher
— Read scripture during worship
— Serve during Family Promise host week
— Epiphany Ministry
— Pumpkin Patch volunteer
— Volunteer during church-wide fellowships with
set-up, take-down, and clean up
— Invite someone to worship with you!
— Be an encourager to visitors by visiting or
calling them after they have worshipped with
us.

Food Bank Missionaries (Volunteers) Wanted
If you need something easy, this is it!
1st Wednesday of Each Month at 8 am

For many years, a faithful few have
gone to the Northeast Louisiana Food
Bank and spent approximately an hour of
their time on the first Wednesday of every
month filling boxes of food to be given out
to our community by the Food Bank.
No heavy lifting is required. When
there, you can push a cart around a circle
stopping to let someone put items into the box. Once the
circle is complete, a Food Bank worker finishes the process.
You are then given another box to push around, or you can
stand with the items and place them into the box as it comes
by.
You may meet the group at the church to carpool to the
Food Bank or meet them there. If you have any questions,
contact the church office.

When the worship team discussed how we could kick off the
month of pumpkins, we all kept thinking about a harvest. So Harvest
Sunday was born! My mind immediately began thinking about
music. I mean it is fall, after all, and anytime I think of fall and
music I think of a good old Southern Homecomin'! So I began
choosing southern gospel hymns and bluegrass renditions of some of
our favorite songs for us to worship on Sunday. Y'ALL! We are
going to have some fun!
But in my planning a fun trip down church music memory lane, I heard Lamar ask for people to
work the patch, and he called them missionaries. I heard it once and thought it was clever, but the second
time he said it God got through. See we're not actually harvesting....YET. We're still planting.
When the Pumpkin Patch started years ago, we began planting seeds. Now every year we open the
patch we water those seeds and fertilize the soil and plant new seeds. We do this every time kids crawl
through that hay fort, every time a family takes a picture in front of our back drop, every time a
grandmother leaves with pumpkins for her grandkids to paint. We take care of our crops by LOVING
PEOPLE. No expectations in return - just love.
The hard part is that we may never actually see the harvest from the seeds we're planting, but one
day that little girl is going to go on a hay ride as a teenager and remember that hay fort at the church with
the pumpkins. One day when that child is grown, he's going to find the picture of his family when he was
a kid and remember the church with the pumpkins. One day that grandchild, all grown up, is going to be
grocery shopping and see the first pumpkin in the grocery store and remember painting pumpkins with
grandma....from the church with the pumpkins. And wouldn't it be crazy to think that God could use
pumpkins to draw them to Him. But the God I serve will use whatever it takes to love on people....even if
it takes PUMPKINS! See you in the patch!

You've been asking how we can love on kids at
our church, so we have an opportunity for you to do
just that. Our annual Night in the Patch is Sunday,
October 20 from 5:00-7:00
p.m. We have hundreds of
families
from
our
community attend each
year, and we need some
extra people to love on
them. We are asking each
Sunday School class to
lead a game and give away
a small candy prize (think church carnival game
where you win some tootsie rolls)! We will be
bringing a form to each class to fill out and return to
Lindsay ASAP. If you need ideas, check
www.pinterest.com first. Then if
you still aren't sure what to do,
ask Lindsay. She can help you
come up with something.
Thanks in advance for
helping us make this the best
Night in the Patch ever!

The Missions Committee is sponsoring
a mission trip to Acuna, Mexico (across the
Rio Grande from Del Rio, TX) on the week
of June 7-13, 2020. Over a period of 4-5
days we will build a house, from the
foundation to the roof for a family. We are
partnering with an organization, Casas por
Christo (houses for Christ), which has a
long history of building houses in Mexico
and other nations. The cost of the trip is
approximately $1,000, though we anticipate
raising some portion of that cost. Ages 12
and up. No construction experience is
necessary. We need at least 15 for the
mission team. We also need one or two
people who would like to cook. If you
would like more information contact Paul
Nelson, 355-8193 or nelson@ulm.edu. To
sign up, contact Paul or the church office.

What a joyful month September has been for our Frontline Student
Ministries. One of the highlights was our Family Water Day event. We had
many families and kids show up for fun and fellowship. Our youth group and
some of our college group helped set up the event, run games, and love on
the kids. It was such a blessing to see our older students loving on our
younger students. This is such a great example of living the gospel out in our
daily lives, loving God, and loving others.
Many of our students have been busy with academics, sports, music, and other programs. We pray often in our
meetings over all the activities that these students are involved in. Our bible studies this month have focused on
guiding our youth to see their daily interactions as God would see them. We have been challenging them to not
only view situations through their own perspective, but through other’s perspectives as well. Our hope is that this
helps our youth have the wisdom and insight to overcome adversity and offer grace in both their relationships and
their experiences at school. Whether successes, failures, frustrations, or arguments, trying to see situations
through God’s perspective helps us have peace and patience.
Now that our pumpkin patch is set up, we have many opportunities to serve ahead of us through October. We will
have our annual Night In The Patch event on October 20 from 5-7. During this event, we will provide food and
games to the public in hope that they come, make memories in our pumpkin patch, and hopefully find a church
home here at First United Methodist West Monroe. We are excited about the opportunities ahead of us. Continue
to pray that our student ministry learns to share the life-giving message of Jesus Christ.

Watch for our church
pumpkin patch article in the
upcoming issue
of Bayou Life magazine
out September 27!
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Your church family
would like to wish you
a very happy birthday!
1

Cory Hart
Camille Tatum
3 Bob Kennedy
Harold Russell
Sydney Eaton

7
8
9
11
12
14
18

Barbara Westbrook
Anna Oliver
Katelyn Donald
Garrett Gresham
Doug Caldwell
Mickey Jackson
Lexie Johns
Beverly Hubanks
Abby Kigerl
Susan Williams
Staci Eaton
Tony Inman
Bill Putnam
Staci Mitchell

19

20
21

22
23
24

Lexie Allen
Landry Allen
Rita Tucker
Kelsey Bettevy
Jack Gilbert
Jay White
Richard James
Lee Beaird
Gracie Putnam
Allison Holtzclaw
Karen Cupit
Spencer Hill
Paul DeLoach
Ben Jones

25
26
27
30

Sue Kelly
Mary Sanders
Jean Koserog
Mark Kigerl
Courtney Bettevy
31 McKinley Harris
Jaxon Heaney

If your birthday is not
listed, we do apologize.
Please contact the church
office to make sure we have
accurate information.

